It was a week or two after this that Renan dined with us, meeting amongst others M. Alfred Maury, with whom he fell into a long discussion about Italian affairs, admirably sustained by both disputants, who made little speeches at each other standing on either side of the fire. He talked, too, on that occasion a good deal about Gothic architecture and about the Song oi Solomon, with which he was then occupied, and about which he expressed the opinions to which I shall presently have to refer.
On the 2oth November I went to see him for the first time in his own house, which was then in the Rue Casimir Perier, along with Baron d'Eckstein the Sanscritist, who was an interesting person even to those whose studies were quite different from his, for he was very old, had an excellent memory, and his recollections extended a long way back. The conversation turned chiefly upon the sort of books which it was worth while to translate from German into French
